
[Creativity Sustaining Community]

The project [Creativity Sustaining Community] focuses on meeting the program needs of Pigmental Studios with figural program solids surrounded by flexi-
ble work space.  The solid program pieces acted as a core, wrapped in a parametric, interactive skin that brings life to the surrounding community, and to the 
Georgetown waterfront.  A series of frames, mimicking the adjacent Whitehurst bridge, act as a shell that blocks views when needed and reaches to capture light 
and energy. These frames are regulated by the grid of the Whitehurst Bridge, while in between the frames, a glass curtain wall and green roof act as a datum to 
guide the frame’s vertical and horizontal movement. Our site is located in Georgetown, Washington D.C. and is straddled by the Key Bridge to the West and the 
Whitehurst Bridge to the South. The steep topographic change allows for interesting design when handling the connection between M street, to the north, and 
the Potomac River, to the south. Pigmental Studios, an animation studio, worked to give guidance and advice as the client for a building that inspires artists and 
designers. Sustainable design fosters a healthier atmosphere for the artists and an interactive experience fosters a relationship between Pigmental and the com-
munity.  This design creates a place for the community to come and experience the “story” of movie making.  The design process of movie making is mirrored in 
this design process of architecture.
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South| Whitehurst Elevation 

The facade was designed for the fast views of the cars on the 
highway, giving a rhythmic, filtered view to the colorful figures 
through the glass. 

The frames mimic the rhythmic structure of the bridge, cre-
ating an industrial, geometric facade organized along a datam 
line created by the top of the curtain wall and green roof. 



North | Canal Elevation 

The building sits at the end of the Georgetown water-
front, opening up to M street to the north to attract 
pedestrians, and glowing as a jewl along the waterfront.

The frames lift on the canal side, allowing pedestrian 
views inside to see people at work.



Sitting adjacent to the Key Bridge, this build-
ing is the last building on the Georgetown 

Potomac Waterfront.  On the north side of 
the site runs the C&O canal, and past that 
a steep slope up to the busy, retail focused 

M street.  A small, pedestrian foot bridge 
crossing the canal allows heavy foot traffic 

down past the East side of the building.  This 
dual approach comes together in an interac-

tive pocket park, which brings relief to the 
hard waterfront edge and a sense of place 
to the highly trafficked area. On the canal 

side, the building gives an interesting layered 
effect to those who run and bike past on the 

heavily trafficked canal walkway.  A priority 
for the client was to engage the community 
with this building, and for the community to 
experience their passion and art.  The park 

holds outdoor screening for film festivals 
and an interactive motion sensor wall that 

engages the public.  People can enter the 
triple story main lobby where there is a 

cafe and a layered effect of people working 
at their different crafts.  As a community 

member you can see anything from artists 
drawing, to people acting on the motion 
capture stage, to people recording in the 

soundstage, to people learning in a hands on 
classroom. 

Active Pocket Park 



Performance Diagram 



Material Palette

East Elevation | Pocket Park



First Floor Plan 

Second Floor Plan

Third Floor Plan

Lobby | Cafe Space | Public Area for Lectures

The main stair acts as a procession through all the activities 
that go on in the building, giving previews and glimpses into the 
life of a story teller.  It also acts as a semi public connection 
from the upper pocket park to the lower pocket park. 
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4,200 sqft
Building Integrated Photovoltaics 

needed to offset the energy costs of the 
building

65%
Building daylit during oc-

cupied hours

Interior Louvres

Ventilation Shaft

Light Analysis | Healthy Work Space



DETAILED WALL 
SECTION

Louvres in strategic placement to create an adjustable 
lighting atmosphere in work spaces. 

Frames are lifted upward to create clearstory space.  The 
green roof can be seen through the clearstory, creating a 
well lit environment and healthy atmosphere. 

Clay Modeling Workspace

Flexible Workspace
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MINERAL COMPOSITE PANEL SCREEN

METAL STUD WALL

TRUSS SYSTEM SUPPORTING CANTILEVER
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Under each frame, the drop gypsum board 
ceiling is pulled back two feet on each side 
of the frame, revealing the steel structure 

behind it.  LED strip lighting then sits on top 
of that drop ceiling, up lighting the room and 

creating a “halo” effect.  
The HVAC and air ventilation is a unique 

and modern design, using a variable refrig-
erant system.  It uses small pipes to carry 

hot and cold water, which quickly activates 
the temperature settings in any given zone, 

allowing for custom settings in all rooms, 
quickly creating a comfortable atmosphere.  

The small units can be placed under the 
wrapping shell along with the fresh air sys-
tem, using the shell to completely incorpo-

rate it’s systems. 
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