
H O U S E  O N  S O L I T U D E  C R E E K
S T.  M I C H A E L S  ,  M A R Y L A N D                  R E S I D E N T I A L  A R C H I T ECT U R E

The design of  th is  house in  St .  Michaels ,  Maryland was 
great ly  inf luenced by environmental  regulat ions ,  zoning 
requirements  and restr ict ive bui ld ing codes specif ic  to  th is 
s i te.  The exist ing house,  bui l t  in  1989,  was located with in  a 
One-Hundred Foot  Buffer  Zone on Sol i tude Creek ,  a  smal l 
estuary in  Maryland’s  Eastern Shore.  A recent ly  adopted 
ordinance mandated that  no new structures be bui l t  with in 
the Buffer  Zone,  and that  a l l  renovated or  a ltered exist ing 
structures be updated to meet new zoning,  bui ld ing and 
environmental  code requirements . 

The exist ing house largely  fa i led to take advantage of  water 
v iews,  the layout  was not  opt imal ,  and as constructed,  d id not 
work programmatical ly  for  the new owners  of  th is  property. 
The exist ing structure was in  poor condit ion ,  impacted 
by previous f loods .  The house did not  meet  many of  the 
new code requirements ;  most  notably  that  any habitable 
structure be located above the newly designated base f lood 
elevat ion.  To maintain the proximity  to the water,  and to 
avoid bui ld ing a new house outs ide the Buffer  Zone,  i t  was 
decided to remove the exist ing structure to the foundat ion, 
increase the height  of  the foundat ion two feet ,  and bui ld  a 
new structure above th is .

The goals  of  the project  were to take advantage of  water 
v iews and provide l ight  f i l led spaces ,  whi le  accommodating 
the owners’  col lect ion of  modern art .  In  response to a 
re lat ively  t ight  budget ,  the bui ld ings’  Massing and Mater ia ls 
are s imple and straight  forward.  A combinat ion of  windows 
vary ing in  s ize,  shape and locat ion animate the spaces , 
whi le  providing control led v iews of  the water,  p ine forest 
and adjacent  marshes .




















