
T W I N I N G  R O A D  r e n o v a t i o n
P O T O M A C ,  M D
R E S I D E N T I A L  A R C H I T E C T U R E

After  l iv ing in thei r  house for  over  th i r ty  years,  th is “empty 
nest”  couple decided i t  was t ime to “ f reshen up” thei r  1980’s 
ranch sty le dwel l ing.  The owners did not  have preconceived 
ideas or  speci f ic  programmat ic goals,  but  instead were open 
minded and requested design solut ions potent ia l ly  vary ing in 
scope.

The owners or ig inal ly  bui l t  th is  house,  located in Potomac, 
Mary land,  to accommodate thei r  young fami ly.   The house 
underwent a ser ies of  renovat ions and addi t ions over th i r ty 
years,  adjust ing to vary ing needs and changing fami ly 
dynamics.  Al though these al terat ions served the fami ly  wel l , 
the numerous changes were not  sty l is t ical ly  coherent  or 
consistent  in thei r  archi tectura l  deta i ls .   The general ly  dark 
ex ist ing house reta ined a compartmental ized k i tchen and 
fa i led to take advantage of  v iews toward the wooded park land 
just  beyond the property.  

This most recent  renovat ion at tempts to bet ter  organize the 
house,  provide a more open f loor  p lan,  infuse the house wi th 
natura l  l ight  and focus v iews toward the woodlands.  The desi re 
was to create a new scheme that  was updated,  comprehensive 
and uni f ied whi le adding minimal  square footage.   The 
addi t ional  space al lows a home of f ice to be re located f rom 
the basement.  Wi th h igh cei l ings and an abundance of  g lass, 
th is space is  or iented to take advantage of  the wooded 
v iews.  The k i tchen is  reor iented,  enlarged, and opens up to 
a din ing space,  l iv ing room and v iews of  the landscape.  The 
master  bedroom and bathroom are reposi t ioned to maximize 
or ientat ion toward the v iews and reorganized to faci l i ta te 
dai ly  rout ines.   Inter ior  f in ishes,  inc luding Wenge f loor ing 
and r i f t-sawn oak mi l lwork,  are intended to uni fy  and enr ich 
the inter ior  spaces.  Detai l ing is  minimal  and cr isp,  a l lowing 
natura l  l ight  and v iews to take center  stage.  

W i th thei r  s t rong emot ional  t ies and an af f in i ty  for  the house 
developed over th i r ty  years,  the redesign became a balancing 
act  between reta in ing the or ig inal  house whi le updat ing i t  for 
the next  chapters in th is fami ly ’s l ives.   The redesign a l lows 
the or ig inal  ranch house,  wi th i ts  st rong hor izontal  presence, 
to anchor a ser ies of  ver t ical  volumes that  enr ich the house 
wi th l ight  and opt imal  v iews to the landscape beyond. 




















