
A VIEW FROM SOUTHEAST

RIDGE HOUSE  Berkeley Springs, West Virginia



1    LIVING / DINING

2    KITCHEN

3    PORCH 

4    PAINTING STUDIO

5    ENTRY / PORCH

6    PANTRY

7    MECH / ELEC

8    STUDY

9    MASTER SUITE
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Perched on a narrow ridge overlooking the Potomac River, this home was 
designed to replace a plain, ordinary rancher that was destroyed by fire.  
Though tragic, the client saw this as an opportunity to re-imagine their humble 
weekend retreat.  As a painter and art historian respectively, they sought a 
replacement that was modest [$135/SF or <$200K] yet inspiring.  Paramount 
to their programmatic needs was an aspiration for the house to connect and 
preserve the beauty of the site; permitting nature to permeate the domestic 
realm.
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The concept - a modern reinterpretation of the vernacular dog trot house 
found commonly in Appalachia - aligns the more private program along the 
ridge creating a linear bar running east-west optimizing the long exposures of 
the building.  The public components (kitchen / dining / living) are then shifted 
towards the spectacular view to the river and the Berkeley Springs & Potomac 
Railroad below.  This singular move creating two overlapping volumes is 
accentuated in section and amplified by the opposing striations of wood and 
metal cladding which recalls the fluted rocks so common to the region.



potomac river

RIDGE + VIEW DIAGRAM 

SHACKLEFORD DOGTROT HOUSE



DUCTLESS MINI-SPLIT HEAT PUMP 
SYSTEM

HYDRONIC RADIANT FLOOR HEAT

ENERGY-RECOVERY VENTILATOR

DOUBLE PANE LOW-E, ARGON 
GLAZING 

HIGH PERFORMANCE VENTILATED 
RAINSCREEN SYSTEM

R-60 POLY-ISO ROOF INSULATION

LOCALLY SOURCED HEMLOCK 
SIDING

DEEP INSET WINDOW POCKET TO 
INCREASE SOLAR SHADING

LOW EMMISIVITY-HIGH SOLAR 
REFLECTANCE COOL METAL 
ROOFING

DEEP ROOF OVERHANGS TO 
PROVIDE SOLAR SHADING AT 
FENESTRATION

SUSTAINABLE STRATEGIES



B VIEW FROM DRIVEWAY



C VIEW FROM KITCHEND LIVING ROOM + PORCH



E PAINTING STUDIO F VIEW TO KITCHEN



G VIEW FROM SOUTHWEST



H VIEW FROM NORTHEAST



I VIEW FROM PORCH


