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Laurel Branch Library
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Project Name / Location
Laurel Branch Library / Laurel, MD

Project Category
Institutional Architecture

Project Synopsis 
Envisioned as a modern space for 
discovery and community rather 
than a repository for print media, 
Laurel Branch Library embraces 
its place in the community through 
transparency — dissolving the bar-
riers between interior and exterior 
while providing an array of modern 
educational amenities. At 31,000 sf, 
its open, intuitive floorplan and com-
prehensive technology integration 
along with its pedestrian friendly 
location make Laurel Branch Library 
an accessible space for socializing 
and exploring educational resourc-
es. Private study and conference 
rooms serve as meeting spaces for 

groups of students and local organi-
zations, and all user groups are val-
ued with their own modern spaces 
including adult, teen, and children’s 
reading areas with specially select-
ed, age appropriate features and fur-
nishings.

The liveliest of these spaces is the 
children’s wing, or “Discovery Is-
land”— an exploration zone intend-
ed to encourage early literacy. Chil-
dren enter via a cave-like opening in 
a stone wall, emerging onto a lush 
tropical island where they are greet-
ed by reading nooks tucked into the 
greenery. Young readers navigate 

the stacks, following illuminated 
dinosaur tracks to discover a com-
plete model Nanotyrannus skele-
ton, encased in the glass floor, and 
illuminated from within as though 
recently excavated. The remainder 
of the tracks lead young readers to 
another hidden reading nook — this 
time disguised as a discarded dino-
saur ribcage. Utilizing Laurel Branch 
Library’s transparency to full effect, 
this nook overlooks an adjoining 
pathway, linking the library to the 
newly renovated historic Emancipa-
tion Community Park.
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Floorplan + site plan
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Section

Main entrance
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Lobby entrance / cafe
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Circulation desk / stacks
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Children’s area “Discovery Island”
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Reading nooksEarly concept: Archaeological dig
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Teen zone
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South exterior
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