Museum of the Bible

Washington, DC

Project Category
Institutional Architecture

SITE

When the Museum of the Bible opened on November 17, 2017, its strategic
location at the cultural axis along 4th Street connected the National Mall and
major cultural landmarks to Southwest Washington, further invigorating the
urban revival of a fascinating, historic, and rapidly transforming part of the city.

PROGRAM

Museum of the Bible is noteworthy for its architectural programming,
representing a new model for contemporary museums. Whereas traditional
museums typically consist of exhibition galleries, spaces for lectures and
educational activities, shops, and perhaps a café, Museum of the Bible was
conceived, programmed, and designed to be more ambitious and flexible.
Given the breadth of such functions, Museum of the Bible may be regarded not
so much as a singular museum but as a one-building campus of interrelated
facilities.

SOLUTION
Museum of the Bible is the premier museum dedicated to one of the world’s
oldest texts. The new eight-level, 430,000 sf museum is housed in an adapted
historic 1922 refrigerated warehouse in Southwest Washington, DC. It is
resolutely modern, incorporating striking architectural forms and cutting-edge
technologies. The finished project is a built equivalent of a manuscript that
bears traces of several versions of text added and erased over time.

S RTIRRY
The building avoids the easy, literal symbolism that is often associated with
biblical representation, in favor of rich but subtle allusions. The result is a work
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of architecture that is simultaneously timeless and of-the-moment, universal
and place-specific. It reflects a concerted effort allowing for, and encouraging, a
multiplicity of views, interpretations, and experiences.
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Rooftop Addition

Washington Office Center 1991

Infill Addition

1982 Addition

Rooftop Addition
Terminal Refrigerating
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The museum occupies not a purpose-built building but a renovated industrial structure—a former refrigerated warehouse that later served as Washington’s Design Center—and its design reflects that unusual architectural heritage
as well as the museum’s non-sectarian educational mission.
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To save time, the team decided to remove every other floor of the building and add two levels to the roof rather than gut the entire interior and rebuild within the existing envelope.



e glassy “Galley” prow not only marks the fain museum entrance below but also positions the Museum of the B|bleﬂs an extension of an
.. existing cultural axis along 4th Street, whichlinks institutions such as the National Building Museum, the National GaIIery of Art, the National
Museum of the- American Indlan “and the National Air & Space Museum.




. Surrounding the entry, a significant art installation consisting of a triptych composition of grand 40-foot milled
architecture of biblical antiquity. ~@ brass panels stands as a beacon to welcome visitors into the museum.
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The internal train loading bay_{/vrs;sﬁé'c_a’s_t—és amain lobby arcade, incorporating a programmab@fﬁispay running the length of the ceiling, suggesting the nave of a Gothic or Renaissance church.






A'rooftop terrace incorporated a Biblical Garden, which not only serves as a green respite'in the middle of the
city;but also explores biblical themes through horticultural and aquatic elements.
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an- "’/r/ - = : The striking roo n over the original building, with its curvilinear glass ; nveIope, visible;
The crvilinear glass-and-metal “Galley” offers panoramic views of the US Capitol and National Malf;serving to- @ structural ribs, ar ic prow projecting over the entry facade, evokes an ancient boat (or perhaps an ark)
reconnect thevisitor and the institution to the surrounding city. ' floating above the city.



THE IMPACT OF
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/(array of event and exhibition spaces, commissioned artwork, state-of-the-art
technologies, theaters, interactive experiences, culinary and horticulture areas —
plus the sheer breadth of the building on a tight urban site — offers visitors both a
place of respite and an opportunity to contemplate, explore, learn, be entertained,
and connect to biblical culture.
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* The design o_fﬂﬁb?hﬁseum .bririgs a-n.éviﬁa?chi,tectur@ landmark to a de\gi';lopiﬁg neighbgrhood of Washington, DC — a core cultural component





