
NEW CARROLLTON BRANCH LIBRARY 
Institutional | New Carrollton, Maryland
Built in 1971, the existing Brutalist-style 
structure embraced the architectural Field 
Theory movement of Walter Netsch and featured 
a layout comprised of rotated equilateral 
triangles. Without any major improvements 
since its opening, the building was failing.This 
full interior renovation and addition breathes 
new life into the library creating a welcoming, 
technology-rich facility that establishes its place 
as a community anchor and meets the needs of 
today’s library patrons.
Responding to the dynamic shift of libraries 
from places of quiet study to vibrant centers of 
community collaboration, the two-dimensional 
triangular floor plan transforms into a three-
dimensional prism that breaks through the 
former understated entry, framing the new 
entrance. Seen from afar, this symbol of 
enlightenment re-establishes the building as a 
beacon to the community.
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The library’s interior 
layout responds to 
the existing triangular 
configuration that placed 
major destinations at 
each of the three apexes: 
children’s collection, 
public meeting rooms, 
and a lobby and café 
area. In keeping with 
the design technique, a 
shifted secondary grid 
of collection space and 
study rooms creates an 
orderly kaleidoscopic 
effect, radiating around 
the central social space.
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CIRCULATION DESK

Prior to the renovation, patrons would enter via a set of nondescript 
doors that led to a unmonitored hallway where guests could turn to 
enter the library or descend to the ground floor. 

Guests now enter through the glass prism and are immediately 
afforded views of the circulation desk and central learning commons 
where all areas diverge from. This also allows staff to have a direct 
line of sight to the entry. 

CIRCULATION DESK BEFORE



COMMUNITY SPACE

COMMUNITY SPACE BEFORE

Indicative of its time, the library suffered from a lack of natural light and an emphasis 
on quiet, solo study. In particular, the dropped ceiling in the central commons made 
the space feel cavernous. By removing the ceiling and adding natural light, the central 
commons now has a bright and airy feel.

Modern program elements including study and breakout space for all ages as well as 
computer training facilities make everyone feel welcome.
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STUDY SPACE

“We are amazed how the architects were able to transform a 20th Century Brutalist book warehouse 
into an inviting 21st century library that is a welcoming, collaborative space for the community. The 
children’s area is bright, colorful, and interactive—truly a destination for local families.”
—Michael Gannon, Interim CEO, Prince George’s County Memorial Library System



CHILDREN’S COLLECTION

While the most popular area of the library, the state of the children’s 
collection did little to encourage, excite, or motivate. 

Through age-appropriate theming, including bold graphics, bright 
colors, and colorful lighting, children of all ages now feel at home. 
Areas for storytime, individual and group study, and computer 
stations encourage long and fruitful stays.

CHILDREN’S COLLECTION



The Discovery Reef children’s collection sparks wonder and 
curiosity with a 270-gallon salt water aquarium, colorful lighting 
simulating the underwater experience, a storytime room 
replicating a deep see habitat, a glowing bubble tube, reading 
nooks, two themed study rooms, a homework station, and 
appropriately-sized themed-furniture.
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